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Principals Message 
Dear Parents and Carers 
Staff Achievements 
Congratulations to Mrs Jennifer Boyko and Mrs Trish Aumuller who 
were recognised last week at the Called to Serve Mass for 25 years’ 
service in the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese.  Congratulation to Jen & 
Trish, your commitment and compassion for Catholic education has had 
such a positive impact on all the staff, students and parents that have 
been privileged to work with you over the past 25 years. 
 
School Vandalism 
It is with great disappointment that I have to inform the school body of 
an ongoing and significant problem we have with vandalism in the 
temporary school toilets.  This ranges from children wasting the paper 
towels by throwing them around to emptying the soap dispensers 
and blocking the toilets with their lunches.  These actions cause great 
inconvenience as well as a financial impost.  That is say that our supply 
of these stores and plumbing bills are increasing and may have to be 
passed on to the parents.  Please speak to your children about 
responsible and respectful use of the school facilities. 
 
School Photos 
As you are aware school photos will be taken at St Therese’s this week. 
You will be able to order those online, please see the flyer later in this 
Newsletter. 
 
DARA  Outreach 
Please read the flyer attached in relation to the donation of any  
secondhand soccer boots you may be able to pass on.  This has been 
a big success in the past. 
 
 
  
 
Duilio Rufo 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
19TH FEB      BOOK CLUB ORDERS 

19/20TH FEB SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 
21ST FEB  REGIONAL WINTER  

                 TRIALS 

 
25TH FEB  SHROVE TUESDAY 

 
26TH MAR  ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
27TH FEB  DIO SWIMMING 

 
1ST MAR  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

                 WEEK 

 
 3RD MAR  P & F MEETING 7PM 

 
12TH MAR  DIO CRICKET TRIALS 

 
17TH MAR  REGIONAL TOUCH   

                  FOOTBALL TRIALS 

 

20TH MAR ANTI BULLYING DAY &  

                 HARMONY DAY  

 
24TH MAR  WINTER SPORTS TRIALS 

 
26TH MAR  TOUR DE CURE 

 
27TH MAR  SCHOOL CROSS 

                   COUNTRY 



 

 

Assistant Principal’s Message 

Kindergarten 
Our delightful Kindergarten students have settled into school life beautifully.  They experienced their first 
whole School Mass last Monday and their first Afternoon Assembly yesterday.  They are to be 
congratulated on their excellent behaviour and manners.  This week Kindergarten joins the rest of the 
school community for afternoon dismissal.  Parents please be patient, as it might take a few minutes 
longer while our youngest students get used to their new routine.  If a child goes to the wrong dismissal 
point, they will be safe with the teacher on duty, until we locate their parent.  If your child does not meet 
you at the correct gate, come to the office and we will call their name over the speaker, usually children 
are not remotely concerned, it is us adults who get worried. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
The majority of parents have been able to book into see their child’s teacher for an interview.  Thank you 
to the office staff that have assisted parents who have had trouble booking interviews.  In the majority of 
these cases, parents had lost their usernames.  Please ensure you have these written somewhere safe, 
as we cannot give these out over the phone. 
 
Office of Safeguarding 
eSafety 
Schools are often asked how to safeguard children in terms of “digital safety”, our advice is always to 
monitor very closely what your child is doing when using technology.  Every year new social media sites 
become popular, which then results in issues for students who may have negative comments made about 
them, in some cases cyberbullying also occurs.  The Australia Government has excellent information on 
the following website around safety, I encourage parents to visit this site whenever you are unsure how 
appropriate content is for your child https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents.  The comments we often hear 
from parents are “I don’t want my child to miss out”, “everyone else is online”, “my child has a tantrum if I 
refuse them screen time” and so on.  Rather than worrying that our child will be left out, focus more on 
what you believe to be in their best interests.  All social media sites have age limits for good reasons, 
such as inappropriate content and reduced security.  Your digital footprint can NEVER be erased. 
 
Wellbeing 
As we settle into the school year, some children (especially in the early years) get tired and some minor 
separation issues may arise.  The best way to deal with this is gently and in a loving manner and please 
talk to your child’s teacher if you have any concerns.  Sometimes we inadvertently tell our children we are 
unsure about leaving them at school; waiting outside the classroom till the bell goes and multiple hugs 
and kisses, tell your child you are worried about leaving them.  A quick but warm goodbye, even if they 
are a bit upset, will help your child to settle into the routine of school quickly.  Some parents have also 
asked if their child could call them during the school day, or giving a child a mobile phone to text during 
the day also gives the message that school may be an unsafe place.  St Therese’s is a very safe and 
place for all children.  The occasional day that does not go to well is to be expected and perfectly normal, 
these days help to build children’s character and resilience. 
 
Mobile Phones 
If your child brings a mobile phone to school, they will be asked to leave it on the teacher’s desk and to 
pick it up in the afternoon before going home.  No child is permitted to contact their parents via a mobile 
phone whilst at school if they are unwell, to confirm afternoon dismissal plans etc. this must all be done 
via the school office, for your child’s safety. 

Lotus Educational Fund needs your help!! 
Those families that are new to the school may not know of the Lotus Educational Fund of which St 
Therese’s is a major supporter. Lotus is a small charity formed in Newcastle over 10 years ago by an ex 
St Therese’s teacher Dianne Gamage (who now lives/teaches in Bangkok) and Cathy Hart, local Speech 
Therapist and ex parent. The Lotus team now consists of various people from around the world that all 
volunteer their time to enable Lotus to provide opportunities and support via this charity. 

The aim of Lotus is to support young girls in rural Laos to attend school and promote educational 
opportunities for their future. We offer a mentor program, and additional activities and support relating to 
the emotional, social and educational needs of the girls. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 

Lotus currently supports 21 year 12 girls and 32 year 7 girls over 4 small isolated rural schools.  Further 
information regarding Lotus can be found at http://lotuseducationalfund.com/ or a great clip on our last 10 
years supporting the girls is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGE5WuwwwBg 

The Lotus team are currently in need of bookkeeper or accountant that might be willing to 
volunteer some time to assist with some financial tasks. This would include data entry of 
invoices/receipts into Xero software and maybe help direct the Lotus team with respect to 
reporting and financial systems. It would usually consist of a few hours work per month. 

Your main contact would be Cathy Hart, Lotus Project Coordinator. If you are interested in further 
information, please call Cathy on 0403 262 533 or email hartcatherine21@gmail.com.Stay tuned for later 

in the year when St Therese’s will be hosting a major fundraiser for Lotus 😊 

Jenny Hurst, School officer and Lotus volunteer 

Kaylene Maretich 
Assistant Principal/Acting Principal 

 

RE News 
As we move toward the final Sunday of the church season of Ordinary Time before Lent, Jesus gives to 
us, in Matthew’s Gospel, one of the greatest challenges of the Christian walk; not only to love our 
neighbour but to also love our enemies and to pray for those who persecute us. This is difficult for most 
of us to achieve as adults let alone be able to pass on and teach our children such a deeply challenging 
call. Nevertheless, if we are to take Jesus’ words seriously and truly aim to be His followers, we must 
make forgiveness and compassion a way of life. This is a truly counter-cultural stance to adopt in a 
modern society that promotes the self ahead of others and one, where even so called Christian-founded 
countries and their governments are becoming more punitive and retributive in the quest to assert 
themselves. ‘Turning the other cheek’ need not mean we accept and tolerate abuse, but rather in walking 
away from such situations as we should that we do so with a compassionate and forgiving heart, 
resisting the urge to incite further troubles by seeking revenge. It can sometimes be a tough challenge, 
especially when our wounds are deep. But as we say and do, so often our children will follow. 
 
Important RE dates: 

 Whole school prayer & liturgy (weekly – at Monday assemblies, 2:30pm) 

 Shrove Tuesday – 25th February 

 Launch of Caritas (Project Compassion) & Catholic Schools Week – 25th February, Mass at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral 10:30am (School Leaders to attend with Mr Smith) 

 Ash Wednesday – 26th February (Lenten Season begins) 

 Catholic Schools Week – 1st – 7th March (Week 6) 

Parish News 
Bus Trip: If you are interested in joining a group of parishioners on a bus trip to St Patricks Church East 
Gosford on Sunday 8 March from 1:00PM till 3:30PM to visit the RELICS OF ST THERESE OF LISIEUX 
and her parents, Saints Louis and Zelie, please contact Alison on 4952 7302.  

 
Luke Smith 
Religious Coordinator 
 

Extra Curriculae Activities  
Dear Parents – please note the locations for the following activities 

Monday:       Chess 8-9am Learning Centre (old Library) 
Tuesday:      Band 8-1.30pm Main Hall 
Wednesday: Musical Theatre 8-9am Learning Centre (old Library) 
Thursday:    O’Grady Drama 7.45-8.45am Learning Centre (old Library 
                      Spanish Language 8.15-9am Admin Office 

 

http://lotuseducationalfund.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGE5WuwwwBg
mailto:hartcatherine21@gmail.com


 

 

School Community News 
Playgroup 
Welcome to Playgroup for 2020! Last Friday was our first 
playgroup for the year, with almost all of our new playgroup 
friends visiting for the first time! We celebrated Valentine’s 
Day with some handprint craft, and enjoyed lots of free play 
and morning tea together. 
 
If you have any little people, please come along next Friday 
morning to the hall from 9:15-11:15am. It costs $3 per family, 
and we take turns bringing morning tea to share. All you need 
to bring is snacks and a drink for your child. If you have any 
questions or need any further information, call or message Jo 
on 0439 435 287 or jo.kim@outlook.com. We look forward to 
seeing you next week! 
 
School Fees 
Term 1 school fees have now been sent home. If you are having financial difficulties, please contact the 
school on 49574922 to arrange an appointment with Mrs Maretich. Please note year three students who 

brought in their own recorder will have that charge credited on their account. 
 
Vicki McSpadden Bursar 

 

PBS 
School Spirit Awards 
Our focus last week was starting the year with great school spirit. Well done to the following students 
who received this award for having a positive attitude and being enthusiastic about their learning! 
 

 
For the following 2 weeks we will be focusing on demonstrating the virtue of RESPECT by displaying 
wonderful Manners. We use our manners through words; saying “Please”, “Thank You” & “Excuse Me”. 
We can also teach our children to show manners through their actions; by taking turns, standing back 
and allowing others to go first, holding the door open for another, etc. When we take the time and 
patience to repeat these messages to our children (and it does take many reminders!) we are instilling 
in them the importance of showing Respect to others. 

 
Janine Schneider 
Primary Coordinator 

Week 3 School Spirit Award for beginning the year with great 
 School Spirit.  

KN 
Joshua M 

KW 
Blake F 

KL 
Isaac S 

Mia D Maya J Tabitha M 

1N 
Noah B 

1W 
Tighe C 

1L 
Jerome G 

Harper S Brooklyn L Andrea P 

2N 
Noah J 

2W 
Ella M 

2L 
Eamon D 

Erin S Blake K Aria H 

3N 
Ada N 

3W 
Hugh B 

3L 
Ruby M 

Samuel M Josie W Oscar K 

4N 
Maddy C 

4W 
Liliana D 

4L 
Matilda K 

Dylan F Rhys B Cody C 

5N 
Gabe W 

5W 
Charlotte L 

5L 
Sophie K 

Rhys W Aiden M Arley T 

6N 
Anika B 

6W 
Nina B 

6L 
Cooper S 

Jake R Elliot S Roan I 

mailto:jo.kim@outlook.com


 

 

Library 
BOOK CLUB:  Issue 1 Book Club is now available.  
Closing date for orders is tomorrow WEDNESDAY 
19th February. 
 
There are now two ways to order from Scholastic Book 
Club. 
If you wish to make a purchase through the school, simply fill out the order form – place it in an 
envelope with the CORRECT money, or cheque made out to Scholastic Australia. Please write your 
child’s name and class on the front of the envelope as well as the order form. 
ALTERNATIVELY, you may order through ‘LOOP’ which is on-line order and payment, with your 
purchases delivered to the school.                             
Office pick-up is always available for discreet orders such as birthdays, Christmas, rewards etc. Clearly 
mark the order ‘Office pick-up’ and add a contact number. ‘LOOP’ also has an option to tick a box for 
‘gift orders’ which can be picked up from the office. 

 
REMEMBER: All orders earn valuable resources for our school 

 
Environmental Message 

1. Avoid plastic bags, balloons and straws 
Plastic bags, balloons and straws all 

pollute our environment and hurt marine 

animals. 

Instead take reusable bags to the shops- 

avoid balloons altogether and use paper 

or reusable straws like bamboo, glass or 

stainless steel. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Sport 
Regional Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to all the students who competed at 
the Regional Swimming Carnival at Lambton Pool last 
Wednesday. Some excellent sportsmanship and 
talent was displayed. A big congratulations to the 
following children who will now compete at the 
Diocesan Swimming Carnival later this month. 
Hamish L, Tyler B, Noah G, Riley C, Nate B, Niah S, 
Lucinda M, Poppy C and the Senior Boys Relay 
Team.  
 
Winter Trials 
Soccer, Netball, Hockey and Rugby League trials will 
be held at various locations this Friday. Best of luck to 
all those children involved.  
 
Deb Petersen 
Coordinator/Acting Assistant Principal 

 

ST NICHOLAS OOSH 
Hello to everyone from St Nicholas OOSH New Lambton, 
Just a reminder that the new fee schedule is in operation from today. This has been emailed to all families 
and a copy is available at the sign in/out desk. 
 
The following operational changes also take place from today – 
 
Before school care – ALL children will go to the hall at 8.45am for group games and other activities. 
Children will take their bags etc with them and transitions to school from the hall. 
 
Between 8.15am and 9am please bring your children directly to the hall with their bags to be signed in to 
the service. There will be access to the hall via the Royal Street gate. 
 
After school care – children can choose to go to the hall to participate in group games from 4pm to 5pm. 
If you collect your child/children between those times you will be required to collect them from the hall and 
then sign them out at the service room. 
 
These changes have been made due to an increase in numbers. 

 

CHRISTINE MORGAN 
NOMINATED SUPERVISOR - OOSH | ST NICHOLAS OOSH 

| PO Box 775 Newcastle NSW 2300  

Email  christine.morgan@stnicholasoosh.org.au 

Visit us online www.stnicholasoosh.org.au  

 

SOCCER JOEYS 

Develop your soccer skills in preparation for the upcoming soccer season in a fun and encouraging 
environment with the soccajoeys team 
 
Experienced and qualified coaches who will guide the classes in an environment that is non competitive 
and positive for all the children  
Saturday morning classes: 8am – 1.00pm St Therese’s School Hall 
Classes for 5-8 year olds and 9-11 year olds each Wednesday at regent street park from 3:30 pm-
430pm, And 4:35 pm-5:35 pm 
 
Go to www.soccajoeys.com to register now, Active kids vouchers can also be used  
 

 

 

mailto:christine.morgan@stnicholasoosh.org.au
http://www.stnicholasoosh.org.au/
http://www.soccajoeys.com/


 

 

South Wallsend Netball Club 
We are desperately seeking players for our under 11s netball team and we 
were wondering if you could put in your newsletter an announcement 
about this please?   
Prior netball experience is not necessary. We are a fun, family friendly club 
and would love to hear from anyone interested in playing.  
 
Could anyone wanting to play please get in contact with Anne Attwood 
on 0412 516 843 
 

 

 

 

 

tel:0412%20516%20843


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
                                                         
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


