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Principal’s MessageDates to Remember 
                         
       7TH DEC  YEAR 6 GRADUATION
                  LITURGY AWARDS

  10TH DEC  REPORTS AVAILABLE ON
                    COMPASS 4PM

   15TH DEC YEAR 6 CLAP OUT

                    LAST DAY OF TERM

                              2022

     1ST FEB YEARS 1 – 6 RETURN TO
                    SCHOOL

    3RD FEB  KINDER FIRST DAY




   


Dear Parents
As this will be the final Newsletter for 2021 I take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas.  After what has been a very difficult year due to COVID I’d like to acknowledge and thank all my staff for their hard work and dedication to the students and each other.  I’d also like to thank you, the parents, who have stepped up during this time and shown the children and life lesson in resilience and flexibility.

School Leaders
Congratulations to the incoming school leaders for 2022 and a thank you to those children who had leadership roles this year and set a fine example.  Congratulations to the following:

1. School Captains: Olivia H & Xavier R
1. Active Lifestyle Team – Ella F and Rhys B
1. Environmental Team – Mae P and Luka M
1. PBS Team – Isla O and Wil S
1. Social Justice Team – Audrey B, Olivia H and Xavier R
1. Wright (Red) Captains: Liliana D and Oliver H
1. Walsh (Green) Captains: Amelia G and Dylan F
1. Cyril (Gold) Captains: Chloe B and Knox M
1. Casey (Blue) Captains: Matilda K and Myles H

Tonight we will be farewelling our Year 6 children and some families and I wish you all every success in the future and sincerely thank you for being valuable members of the St Therese’s family.



2022 Update 
I am writing this message to inform you all that I will be having surgery in January and expect to take at least half of Term 1 for my recovery.  Tests have recently revealed that I have prostate cancer and as this is common in my family, surgery was recommended.  I take the opportunity in sharing this news to highlight the importance for all men  to monitor their health and act on any concerns immediately.  We are all sons, husbands, fathers and grandfathers to our families and are loved and valued.  Health is the greatest gift.

Duilio Rufo
Principal


Assistant Principals Message
End of Year Awards
Our End of Year Awards will be held on Wednesday 15 December.  The timing for the Awards are as follows:

9:30am: Years K-2
12:00pm: Years 3 – 5

Due to COVID restrictions, parents/guardian cannot attend the award ceremonies.  These will be live streamed, and the link for the livestream will be sent out at the end of the week via Compass.  We hope you can all join us for the livestream to celebrate the achievements of our students, as well as celebrating 2021.  Thank you to kindergarten teachers and students, who have prepared a beautiful version of the Nativity that will be shown as part of the award ceremonies.

Final Day for 2021
The final day for students is Wednesday 15 December.  We will have the Year 6 Clap Out from 2:30pm, so ask that parents of students in Years K-5 do not arrive early for afternoon pick up, to ensure we maintain a COVID safe afternoon dismissal for all students.  

Staffing 2022
Please note the teachers on each grade for 2022.  A full list of staffing for 2022 will be published at the beginning of 2022.  Class allocation for 2022 will be sent out on Friday.

Kindergarten: Mrs Alexandra Wilson (KN), Miss Alex Toscano (KW), Mrs Kristy Healey/Mrs Bernadette Duffy (KL)
Year 1: Miss Jennifer Curtain (1N) & Mrs Janine Schneider/Mrs Naomi Parker (1L)
Year 2: Mr Liam Ireson (2N), Mrs Elli Hunt (2W) & Mrs Melinda Helmers (2L)
Year 3: Mr John Rouse (3N), Mrs Julia Briggs (3W) and Ms Teresa Sokulsky (3L)
Year 4: Ms Therese Jackman/Mrs Patricia McNeil (4N), Miss Carly Mortimer (4W) & Mrs Leanne Kepreotes (4L)
Year 5: Mr Luke Smith/Mrs Bonnie Maier (5N), Mr Tim Breen (5W) & Mrs Anne Sturt/Mrs N Venables (5L)
Year 6: Mr Donald Paton (6N), Mr Anthony Moore/Mr Joel Hartcher (6W) & Ms Shazmey Murray/Mrs Monica Griffiths (6L)

Maths News
This year some of our students competed in the Math Olympiad, a problem-solving test across Australasia.  The questions are very challenging with our students doing very well in the five tests that were done from May – October.  We entered three teams in Years 5 and 6 and the following students achieved particularly well:

1. Tyler B – Top 2% + highest score in the team
1. Philippa A - Top 2% + highest score in the team
1. George H – Top 10%
1. Peter V – Top 25%
1. Elizabeth W - highest score in the team
1. Liam McDonald - highest score in the team

These children will be presented with the awards at the Assembly on Friday.

Property Damage
It is unfortunate that I need to address inappropriate behaviour of students.  We have had damage to our toilets (especially in the girls toilets), where children have climbed onto the cisterns, causing some of them to come away from the wall.  There has also been damage to the toilet seats from students climbing in these as well!  Please speak to your children about appropriate behaviours, as it is disappointing that some students are showing such disrespect for school property.  This behaviour will not be tolerated, and students engaging in this behaviour will face appropriate consequences.



Farewells
Farewell to our Year 6 students, as the leave us to move to the next stage of your journey.  You are such a wonderful groups of children, who will continue to thrive, in your chosen high schools.  Farewell also to Mrs Jen Boyko, who leaves St Therese to enjoy retirement with her husband George, her children and grandchildren.  You have brought so much to our community Jen and you will be greatly missed.  Farewell also to members of our staff, who are moving to roles in different schools - Mrs Debra Petersen (AP: St James Kotara), Mrs Maree Adams (EALD: St Aloysius Chisolm) and Miss Phoebe Parker (Teacher: St Joseph’s Merewether).  We wish you all the very best.

Thank you to families
As the school year draws to a close, I would like to thank the staff, students and parents/guardians, for all your support and fun over this year.  2021 certainly was trying, but it also highlighted the true spirit of St Therese’s.  I saw everyone “be true” to themselves and others, reaching out to give a helping hand and bring joy to others.  Each day I saw our vision “ To bring Christ, in all his richness, into the hearts and lives of all” alive in the interactions between those in our school community.  I am so proud to be a part of the St Therese’s family.  I wish you and your loved ones a safe, holy and Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you in 2022.

Newcastle Permanent Maths test
This year during home-learning Stage 3 students and Stage 2 Maths Extension students participated in the Newcastle Permanent Maths test. It was the first year that the test was offered online. Congratulations to all students who completed the test. Below are the students who achieved a High-Distinction or Distinction in the test. Special mention to Peter Van Den Heuvel (Grade 6) who was the only student to gain a High-Distinction. 

	Peter Van Den Heuvel
	Year 6
	High Distinction
	 

	Beau Petersen
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Philippa Allen
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Spencer Milligan
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Tyler Buckingham
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Nate Brownlee
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Phoenix James
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Oscar Montgomery
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Chloe Douglass
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Logan Burke
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Sarah Roderick
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Ayden Cook
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	James Delaney
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Myles Northcote
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Archie Matthew Woods
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Taylah Young
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Daniel Jomon
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Tayla Greening
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Nicholas Brien
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Austin Boyle
	Year 6
	Distinction
	 

	Madailein Carter
	Year 5
	Distinction

	Zavier Gillies
	Year 5
	Distinction

	Madelyn Oakley 
	Year 5
	Distinction

	Justin Piper
	Year 5
	Distinction

	Patrick Inglis
	Year 4
	Distinction

	
	
	
	
	



Kaylene Maretich
Assistant Principal
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Advent – Sunday passed was the Second Sunday of the season of Advent. This second week is traditionally marked by the virtue of Peace. As we progress on our journey towards Christmas and the coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ, may each one of you be blessed and filled with the Peace of Christ. True peace is a gift that only God can give – it is a peace that transcends the ups and downs of everyday life and is a reflection of the Hope and Trust that we place in our living God. May this peace grow stronger in your hearts during Advent as you know that you are eternally loved by God. 
May we all continue to follow the Christmas Star as we journey towards the birth of Christ!

This Friday will be our final Prayer Liturgy & Assembly for the year on Zoom at 2:30pm. 
We would love to see as many of our parents possible to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and to thank you, once again, for all your support throughout the year!
 
                ID: 665 1680 0085    Password: 004617

Luke Smith 
Religious Education Coordinator

PBS Spirit Awards
PBS Spirit Awards
Our final School Spirit Awards were handed out last week. We congratulate the following students on receiving this award for demonstrating courage by showing integrity.
	School Spirit Award for demonstrating COURAGE by showing integrity.

	KN
	Isbbella A
	KW
	Adelaide K
	KL
	Rinoa I

	
	Bonnie B
	
	Vann R
	
	Audrey L

	1N
	Mason O
	1W
	Jacob E 
	1L
	Larz G

	
	Ellie J
	
	Maya J
	
	Mis H

	2N
	Olivia H
	2W
	Emilio S
	2L
	Eloise C

	
	Frankie S
	
	Noah B
	
	Julien C

	3N
	Eamon D
	3W
	Lily P
	3L
	Milla G

	
	Blake K
	
	Mia S
	
	Noah J

	4N
	Ivy B
	4W
	Nicholas B
	4L
	Sophie M

	
	Ruby T
	
	Vivienne B
	
	Leila O

	5N
	Niah S
	5W
	Olivia Henry
	5L
	Lucas B

	
	Grace S
	
	Callum Osborn
	
	Laura M

	6N
	Oskar M
	6W
	Sarah R
	6L
	William H

	
	Alex S
	
	Arley T
	
	Tayla G



Principal Awards
The following students will receive a Principal’s Award at this week’s School Assembly: 

KN – Alex M, Lila M, Bonnie B, Mary W; KW – Henry W; KL – Pippa W, Kurt B, Ella C, Zaliyah W; 1W – Bella A; 1L – Blake F, Maddisia C; 2N – Alexi A; 2L – Lilly C; 3N – Oliver M, Griffin C; 3W – Mia S; 4N – Hope B, Sienna S, Noah M, Liam B, Anna v; 4W – Nicholas B; 6N – Sean D, George H, Nicholas B, Gabriella B, Ethan T, Buster F, Tyler B; 6L – Austin B, Tayla G, Max T, Poppy C.


Congratulations and thank you children, for upholding the values and principles of St Therese’s.
Date: Friday 10th December		Time: 2:30pm	
	
If you would like to Zoom in, please use the following Zoom ID and Password:
ID: 665 1680 0085	P/W: 004617

Janine Schneider
Coordinator

School Community News
Canteen News 
I'm in the process of developing the 2022 roster. If you can help in the canteen once a month for a few hours in the morning, please let me know.  

If you are currently on the roster, I will assume you are OK to remain on your current day, so you don't need to do anything. Please let me know if you are no longer able to be on the roster or wish to change days. Also, if you are a year 6 parent and will no longer have children at the school next year, can you please remind me. Thanks so much.
Belinda (0447 509 968), Canteen Supervisor
School Fees
Please note that outstanding school fee statements have been emailed today. If you did not receive yours, please contact the office on 49574922 or email admin@newlambton.catholic.edu.au. All fees should be paid by 30th November 2021 unless other arrangements have been made with the principal. If you need to discuss your fees, please contact office on 4957 4922 and ask for Vicki McSpadden. 

Vicki McSpadden
Bursar

Sport
Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all the students who participated in our 2021 School Swimming Carnival. It was a quiet carnival compared to other years but just as exciting with some excellent swimming on the day. One of the many highlights would have been watching Max Checkley compete in the Junior Individual Medley. He wasn't sure about giving this event a go but did so and was supported by all who were there. He took himself out of his comfort zone and was so proud of himself when he finished the very long race. Thank you to all who helped on the day and made the carnival a success. Successful students in each event will compete in the Central Regional Carnival on the 7th February. More details to follow about this day. As this was my last carnival at St Therese's, I want to say a BIG thank you to the parent community who constantly helped me to make these days successful for the children over the past 8 years!.. THANK YOU!!!!

Deb Petersen
Coordinator
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It is that time of the year again when Mini Vinnies is asking for your assistance in helping others. Our Christmas Appeal begins this week. Each grade is asked to bring food items allocated to their year group. Students will bring 1-2 food items each that can be donated to the St Vincent de Paul Society, who will make up parcels for the needy in our community. Please help us to help those who are not as fortunate as we are. The Christmas Appeal donations will be collected on Wednesday and Friday each week by the members of Mini Vinnies up until the Friday 3rd December. More information will be given to your child’s grade regarding requested items. Thank you for your support.

Year 5 Mini Vinnies 
Kinder – sweet biscuits, fruit cakes 
Year 1 – lollies, cordial  
Year 2 – breakfast cereals, long life milk  
Year 3 – chips, nibbles  
Year 4 – tinned fruit & vegetables 
Year 5 – cake mixes, spreads  
Year 6 – savoury biscuits, spreads  

Thankyou,
 Year 5 Teachers 

For sale
Used boys school uniforms, in the new style, for sale. Summer, winter and sports uniforms available. Can sell separately or as whole set. 

Bundle 1:
1. shorts / trousers - size 8
1. shirts - size 6
1. hat, ties and jacket also available.
Bundle 2:
1. shorts / trousers - size 12
1. shirts - size 10
1. hat, ties and jacket also available.
Call Liv, 0409 403 522
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THE ‘READ WRITE REPEAT’ PODCAST LINK IS AN MP3 FILE ATTACHED TO THIS NEWSLETTER.

IT CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE LEARNING LOUNGE WEBSITE:
https://learninglounge2305.weebly.com/podcasts.html
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Year 3 participated in a First contact/ Indigenous Australian Day last Thursday. The students thoroughly enjoyed the activities. They were extremely well behaved and we are sure they can emphasize with the early settlers and Aboriginals.
Thank you to everyone that helped make this day a success.

Regards

Year 3 Teachers.
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Year 3 Teachers.
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Year 6 Extension wiiting Group have
created a podcast called:
READ, WRITE REPEAT
Enjoy our top-notch writing, presented by
our Year 6 broadeasters.
Tune into us tatking about all our writing
goocies (including Violet Crumbles!)
See tink below.
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P & F Update

Gingerbread Houses:

Thank you to everyone who purchased a Gingerbread Houses we sold 102 houses, there wil
many joyous times ahead building and creating them before Christmas. The gingerbread
houses should arrive this week keep an eye out for a school alert letting you know they have
arrived.

Election Day Cake Stall

Thank you to those who donated goodies towards the Election Day Cake Stall we raised $598
which will be put towards shade cloths and updating the playground equipment. To the Year
6 students for volunteering and enjoying the experience of selling to the public—well done.

The P & F wishes all St Therese's parents, students and teachers a Merry Christmas and have
an enjoyable school holidays.
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JUMP ABOARD & JOIN:
THE PIRATES OF CALLACHAN

An exciting pirate adventure for 6-8 year olds

Get involved this School holidays!
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Pirates of Callaghan
January 7th, 18th and 19th
11:30am-1:00pm

$126 concession
$150 non concession

University of Newcastle Occupational Therapy Clinic-
VAMS Building

First in best dressed.
Call 4985 4273 or email ofclinicenewcastle.odu.au
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VCASTIE

. Lountdown,.
. to Kinder

For those starting Kindergarten in 2022

FUN
FRIENDS

Week 1- Janvary 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th
(0]
Week 2- Janurary 18th, 19th, 20th and 21st
$168 concession
+ $200 non concession

e & 4985 4273

E otclinic@newcastle.edu.au

‘ 9 VA Building, University of Newcastle Callaghan Campus

+ +

OCCUPATIONAL o

THERAPY
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      2022 SCHOOL FEE INFORMATION FORM   This form is issued per school for ALL your children enrolled in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese. The  information on this form is used to raise the annual billing and apply the correct discounts and concessions.   Parents/carers are asked to complete and retu rn this form to  school/s per enrolment   by  30 November 2021 .    

  PARENT/CARER NAME/S  

  NOMINATED PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHOOL FEES  

  ADDRESS  

  ACCOUNT EMAIL ADDRESS  

  FAMILY STRUCTURE  -   LIST ALL CHILDREN ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS IN DIOCESE  

STUDENT NAME/S  SCHOOL NAME  –   STUDENT IS ATTENDING IN 2022  YEAR GROUP  

   

   

   

   

   

INTENDED PAYMENT METHOD  (tick one) Payment frequency options are available to suit parents/carers with  the aim of having all fees paid in full  by 30 November 2022 .   If you are wishing to establish a direct debit please click  here   for School Direct Debit Authority (CDF).  If you are wishing to change an existing direct debit authority, please contact the school office.  

Bpay   Direct   debit   Direct over the counter at   school  

INTENDED PAYMENT FREQUENCY  (tick one) School Fee Payments must commence by  31 March 2022.  

Weekly   Fortnightly   Monthly   In Full by   30/06/2022  

  FEE CONCESSION  (tick one) Please contact the school office for applicable form.  

Health Care   Card   Holder   Pensioner Card   Holder  

  DIOCESAN PASTORAL CONTRIBUTION  (tick one) This is a voluntary contribution to support initiatives of the  Pastoral Ministries within the Diocese.  

I elect to   pay   $300.00   I elect not   to   pay   I wish to contribute   $  

  FEE   PAYER’S   SIGNATURE   DATE  
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Think, Grow, Shine.
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To bring Christ and His message, in all its richness, into the hearts and lives of all.
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To bring Christ and His message, in all its richness, into the hearts and lives of all.
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